
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, May 6, 2020 

 
Minutes 

 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. via Webex teleconference. 
 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and 
Superintendent of Highway/Parks Annette Turnquist. 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES:  Since the February 5, 2020 meeting had no quorum, no vote was taken on the 
January 2, 2020 meeting.  Both are up for approval.  Chairman reminded everyone that according 
to Roberts Rules, if you were absent for a meeting you can still vote on them if you read the 
minutes. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo to accept the minutes of the January 2, 2020 
meeting; seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Miceli to accept the minutes of the February 5, 2020 
meeting; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT ON RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF RECREATION:  
Mr. Lapreay stated that these are challenging times for his department.  Currently there are no 
programs in progress or underway.  All spring programs have been cancelled according to 
guidelines due to the COVID-19 coronavirus.  Mr. Lapreay has been connecting with Shane 
Lockwood, Health Director, and following his direction and that of the State on social 
distancing.   
 
This past Monday he made the difficult decision to cancel Music on the Green.  It had to be done 
for safety.  Summer Theater program has been cancelled. There was talk about possibly doing a 
limited season but it is not possible now that the schools are closed.  The summer Kids Series 
that was usually held at Recreation Park was also cancelled.   
 
A decision has not yet been made about the summer camp/Playground Program.  Guidelines 
from the Connecticut Office of Childhood Development are very strict, including no groups 
larger than ten, taking temperatures every day before camp, and several other requirements. It is 
very difficult.  The state will make another decision next week; we will go from there. 
 
Men’s and Women’s Softball is on hold.  If we can do something with a July start we will try 
that. 
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Mr. Lapreay has been meeting with Shane Lockwood on all these programs.  We may be able to 
do some of the smaller programs (like sport camps) if the track is open.  That decision will be 
made next month or so.  Youth leagues are all on hold per recommendation of the Health 
Director; an email was sent to all the leagues. 
 
Pools.  A decision has not been made yet.  Shane Lockwood is working with the Town Manager 
on that.  We will see if it is possible to open the pools. 
 
Tennis courts and basketball courts are closed.   
 
Mr. Lapreay also noted re: Music on the Green that he is looking into the possibility of doing a 
streaming concert or two if filmed off-site with no crowds.  He will be following the state’s 
guidelines in the next couple of weeks and going forward from that point. 
 
Chairman asked if there is any possibility of opening anything like tennis.  Mr. Lapreay 
responded that we will see how things go but right now the Health Director is keeping the courts 
closed.  Another question arose regarding the possibility of having the music concerts at the 
drive-in since there is plenty of space for social distancing.  However, the rest rooms may be a 
problem there.  Also, large gatherings are not allowed. 
 
Pavilion rentals are on hold.  Going forward things may change.  We need to make sure any 
openings are done in a safe way.  If we get to a point where we can do something, we will do it. 
 
Question was asked if there is signage at the closed areas, such as at the basketball courts in case 
someone hasn’t kept up and shows up to play.  Also, what is the consequence if someone uses 
something that is closed.  Mr. Lapreay responded that there is signage at the playgrounds.  Mrs. 
Turnquist said she wasn’t sure if there was signage but the hoops have been removed from the 
basketball courts and the tennis courts are locked.  As far as gatherings in the parks, Mr. Lapreay 
checks every day and gives an update to the Town Manager.  He has not seen any problems.  
People on the trail have been using social distancing.  Police are also monitoring. 
 
In response to a question about expenses due to the cancelled concerts, Mr. Lapreay said he has 
commitments from sponsors but no checks have been received yet.  He will notify all the 
sponsors. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation, seconded 
by Commissioner Miceli.  Motion carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT FROM SUPERINTENDENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist said they have been busy.  She started her report with some good news:  the 
playscape at Memorial Park is being installed and looks really good.  She recommended that 
board members take a look if they’re in the area.  The concession/restroom building work is 
recommended to be awarded to BMP Construction as part of the ezIQC which means it has 
already been bid out.  Their bid price was well below our budget for the project and includes 
some alternate work on drainage at the site.  We have worked with this company before and they 
do good work. It will go to the Town Council at their meeting on May 11th. 
 
Social distancing has been difficult on the trail.  Shane Lockwood asked us to put marks on the 
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trail every half mile as a reminder.  Hopefully this will start next week.  Mowing and trimming 
started within the last two weeks.  Garbage and general cleanup have been a challenge as the trail 
is quite busy.  We are doing the best we can. 
 
Crescent Lake.  There is a lot of activity.  We painted 10 additional parking spaces which we 
normally don’t have because they get in the way of the boat launch.  For now it is ok. 
 
Mrs. Turnquist reviewed closures at the parks.  Playscapes are locked where possible and caution 
tape is used where necessary. The tennis courts are locked.  Basketball hoops have been 
removed.  We are starting to lock baseball fields since they are being used as dog parks (since 
the dog park is closed).  Bathrooms are locked and most porta-potties were removed per the 
Health Department.  Mowing and trimming in all the parks started within the last two weeks.  
Garbage and general cleanup is ongoing. 
 
Mrs. Turnquist gave an update regarding staff.  On March 23rd the department started with a 
crew of six each day and gradually increased as more tasks became essential.  Currently 
operating with half crew.  Next week another quarter will be added and then she expects to have 
full crew on May 18th.  The guys can take separate trucks to the sites if they want.  They were 
told that masks are mandatory and they were given gloves.  We are doing what we can to make 
sure everyone is safe. 
 
Chairman asked if anyone is trying to use the dog park while it is closed.  Mrs. Turnquist said 
there are concrete blocks at the entrance.  She has not heard of anyone trying to get in.   
 
Commissioner Galati asked about the status of the tennis courts after the comments at the last 
meeting.  Mrs. Turnquist said we don’t have the money yet.  The Town Council votes on the 
budget in another week.  If approved the funds would not be available until July. She has a 
couple of quotes but can’t move until budget approval.   
 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report of the  Highway/Parks 
Superintendent.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried unanimously. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMISSIONERS: 
Commissioner DeFeo reported that the yearly cleaning of the Turf Field takes place in late July 
or August.  The Rhino system includes inspection of the field, grooming, metal collecting, etc.  
They now offer a COVID-19 material as a disinfectant.  It costs an additional $1,000.  It is not 
required but is another service they offer.  He can try to get the price down a bit.  It comes out of 
the funds raised for use of the turf field.  Mr. Lapreay said he would need to appropriate that 
money with the Board of Finance.  That would have to take place first if we are going to do it.  
Chairman suggested a decision could be made at the next meeting. 
 
Question was asked if the field is being used illegally since it is closed.  Mr. Lapreay said it is 
locked up.  The Superintendent of Schools, Town Manager and A.D. decided to close that 
facility.  A decision to open it would be up to the Health Director and town staff and opening 
may be a possibility further down the road. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
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NEW BUSINESS: None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


